Handy ID Books


Reptiles and Amphibians

· Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of Britain and Ireland, Field Studies Council, 1998

A good general guide, convenient for taking out in the field.

· Collins Field Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of Britain and Europe, EN Arnold, JA Burton and DW Ovenden, HarperCollins, 1978

The Collins series of books are comprehensive, easy to use and excellent for beginners. Includes distribution maps.

· Amphibians and Reptiles, Trevor Beebee and Richard Griffiths, HarperCollins, 2000

Highly recommended – a very comprehensive book and the most up to date with new information.

· Frogs and Toads, Trevor Beebee, Whittet Books, 1985

· Snakes and Lizards, Tom Langton, Whittet Books,1989

An excellent series of books, very comprehensive.

Mammals

· Key to British Land Mammals, Field Studies Council/ Mammal Society, 1998

A good general guide, convenient for taking out in the field.

· Collins Field Guide to the Mammals of Britain and Europe, David MacDonald and Priscilla Barrett, HarperCollins, 1993.

The Collins series of books are comprehensive, easy to use and excellent for beginners. Includes distribution maps.

· The Handbook of British Mammals, S Harris & GB Corbet, Blackwell, 1991

· Mammals of Britain and Europe, Richard Orr, Peerage Books, 1986

· There are an excellent series of mammal identification books produced by Whittet Books. These cover species such as badgers, hedgehogs, otters, rabbits and hares, deer, stoats and weasels, polecats and martens, foxes.

· The Mammal Society produce a good range of books and leaflets covering British mammals, tracks and signs etc. Contact them on: 020 7498 4358 for details.
Birds

· Top ‘50’ Garden Birds, Field Studies Council

A good general guide, convenient for taking out in the field.

· Collins Field Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe, Roger Tory Peterson, Guy Mountfort, PAD Hollom, HarperCollins, 1993

The Collins series of books are comprehensive, easy to use and excellent for beginners. Includes distribution maps.
· Collins Field Guide: Bird songs and calls of Britain and Northern Europe, Geoff Sample, HarperCollins, 1996

Two audio CDs and an accompanying book helping to identify birds from their calls.

Grasshoppers and Crickets

· Guide to British Grasshoppers and Allied Insects, Field Studies Council/ Natural History Museum, 1999

A good general guide, convenient for taking out in the field.

· Grasshoppers and Allied Insects of Great Britain and Ireland, Judith A Marshall and ECM Haes, Harley Books, 1988

A very comprehensive identification guide covering all British and Irish grasshoppers, crickets, bush-crickets, earwigs and stick insects.

Butterflies and moths

· Guide to the Butterflies of Britain, Field Studies Council, 1998

A good general guide, convenient for taking out in the field.
· The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland, Jeremy Thomas and Richard Lewington, Dorling Kindersley, 1991

An excellent reference guide covering every species of butterfly regularly seen in the British Isles as well as rare migrants. Beautifully illustrated.

· Collins Field Guide to the Butterflies of Britain and Europe, Tom Tolman & Richard Lewington, HarperCollins, 1997

The Collins series of books are comprehensive, easy to use and excellent for beginners. Includes distribution maps.
· The Colour Identification Guide to Moths of the British Isles, Bernard Skinner, Viking, 1984

The best book on moths currently available. An excellent identification book with full colour photographs – highly recommended.

· The Colour Identification Guide to Caterpillars of the British Isles, J Porter, Viking, 1997

The best book for identifying caterpillars. It has colour photographs of all of the British species.

Dragonflies
· Dragonflies of Britain, Field Studies Council, 1998

A good general guide, convenient for taking out in the field.
· Field Guide to the Dragonflies and Damselflies of Great Britain and Ireland, Steve Brooks, British Wildlife Publishing, 1997

A superb field guide, describing and illustrating all of Britain’s dragonfly species.

Insects and other invertebrates

· Collins pocket Guide to the Insects of Britain and Western Europe, Michael Chinery, HarperCollins, 1986

A well illustrated guide to the most commonly found insects in Britain and western Europe. 

Fungi and lower plants

· Collins Field Guide to the Mushrooms and Toadstools of Britain and Europe, R Courtecuisse and B Duhem, HarperCollins, 1995

A very good guide to British and European fungi covering all species that can be identified in the field. Keys are provided for identifying difficult groups.

· The Encyclopedia of Fungi of Britain and Europe, Michael Jordan, David and Charles, 1995

The most comprehensive photographic guide to some of the most important species of Britain and northern Europe.

· The Illustrated Field Guide to Ferns and Allied Plants of the British Isles, Clive Jermy & Josephine Camus, HMSO,1993

A definitive account of the species of ferns and allied plants in Britain and Ireland. Gives keys to and descriptions of all native species as well as alien species. 

Flowering Plants

· Collins Pocket Guide to the Wild Flowers of Britain and Northern Europe, Richard Fitter, Alistair Fitter and Marjorie Blamey, HarperCollins, 1996

The Collins series of books are comprehensive, easy to use and excellent for beginners. Includes distribution maps.
· The Wild Flower Key, Francis Rose, Frederick Warne, 1981

Very comprehensive with colour illustrations, uses keys to identify flower species.

· New Flora of the British Isles, Clive Stace, Cambridge University Press, 1997

The standard work on British plant identification. Complex - suitable for people with existing plant knowledge.

· Grasses, CE Hubbard, Penguin Books, 1968

The best book on grass identification. Comprehensive and recognised as a standard work.

Marine guides

· Collins pocket guide to the seashore 
Peter Hayward, Tony Nelson-Smith, Chris Shields, 1996

Good guide for inter-tidal species – both animals and algae.
· Great British Marine Animals

Paul Naylor 2003
Good guide for Inter-tidal and sub-tidal species – just animals.
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